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Director's Notes: 
"One ought never to tum one's back on a threatened danger and try to 
nm away from it. If you do that, you will double the danger. But if you 
meet it promptly and without flinching, you will reduce the danger by 
half." 
-Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister, 1940-1945 
"War would end if the dead could return" 
-Stanley Baldwin, British Prime Minister, 1935-1937 
The war of Bury the Dead is imaginary. Shaw sets his play "in the 
second year of the war that is to begin tomorrow night." Written in 1936, 
the world he creates is not purely retrospective of WWI, nor does it 
attempt to hypothesize what might happen in a Second World War; 
rather, it is an allegorical war. The question posed here is ageless: ''what 
is this world that you cling to it?" Why would six young, American 
soldiers refuse to give up their lives to protect the country that "bore and 
nurtured them"? The attempt to answer this question conjures up a 
wealth of contradictions for the men themselves, the women who care 
about them, and the comrades with whom they serve. 
Born into a Russian immigrant family, Shaw concerns himself primarily 
with issues of the working class. Rather than provide simple answers 
about war and poverty, Bury the Dead poses a series of questions. Why 
are our front lines populated with the working poor? What propaganda 
and mythology leads them there? Are these men victims of a corrupt 
system, or do they serve out of a pure sense of patriotism? Is it possible 
to stand up for our individual beliefs without threatening the foundations 
of the country as a whole? 
We, like the characters in Bury the bead, tend not to ask ourselves-or 
each other-these difficult questions on a regular basis. Shaw's 
hypothesis is that it would take a supernatural event-or maybe a 
theatrical one-to get us talking. 
-Robert Quinlan 
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